CITY OF BETHEL
Nuisance Abatement Hearing
August 21, 2026 - 6:00 PM

Website: https://www.cityofbethel.org/council

Location: Council Chambers, City Hall, 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, Bethel

Council Members: Mayor Rose Henderson, Vice-Mayor Teresa Keller, Mark Springer, Alicia
Miner, Pamela Conrad, Kelsi Kime, Greg Schiedler

Zoom Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4888456188?pwd=bkN1dGI4MHpGZ1kwOUVYWU5kd0xhZz09

Zoom Meeting ID: 488 845 6188 Zoom Meeting Passcode: 13871
Zoom Meeting Conference Line Numbers: 833 548 0276 US Toll-free 833 548 0282 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free 888 475 4499 US Toll-free
1. CALLTO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLLCALL
4. NUISANCE ABATEMENT HEARING

4.1. 251 Akiak Drive, Bethel Alaska, 99559
5. ADJOURNMENT

Posted 8/17/2026 at AC Co., Swanson’s, City Hall, and the Post Office.

Melanie Roland. City Clerk’s Office

City Clerk’s Office Contact Information: Email cityclerk@cityofbethel.net Phone 907-543-1384

Items noted with an asterisk (*) are consent agenda items, unless removed from the consent agenda they are approved upon the approval of the agenda.
Ordinances introduced at this meeting may be set for public hearing at the next regular meeting.

The Council may by unanimous consent, after 12:00 AM Fix the Time to Which To Adjourn until the following day at 6:30 PM Page 1 of 20
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4888456188?pwd=bkN1dGI4MHpGZ1kwOUVYWU5kd0xhZz09

City of Bethel

Nuisance Abatement Hearing

251 Akiak Drive
Bethel Alaska

August 21, 2026

6:00 p.m.

City Hall, City Council Chambers
300 State Highway

P.O. Box 1388, Bethel, Alaska 99559
Telephone: 907-543-1384

Email: cityclerk@cityofbethel.net
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Nuisance Abatement Hearing
251 Akiak Drive

Bethel Alaska
EXHIBIT LIST
Exhibit A City Manager Report on Public Nuisance and Notices
Exhibit B Notices and Correspondence from the Clerk’s Office
Exhibit C Additional Evidence Presented at Hearing
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EXHIBIT
A

City Manager Report on
Public Nuisance and
Notices



CITY OF BETHEL

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box 1388 Bethel, Alaska 99559
Phone 907-543-3110
pwadmin{@cityofbethel.net

July 31, 2026

Mr. Larry Little
PO BOX 733
Bethel, Alaska 99559

Subject: Wastewater Leak 251 Akiak Drive

Dear Mr. Little,

The City of Bethel has observed a wastewater leak originating from the property located at 251 Akiak
Drive, Bethel, Alaska. The leak appears to be discharging sewage onto the ground and/or surrounding
area. This condition constitutes a public nuisance and a violation of Bethel Municipal Code Sections

13.08.240 through 13.08.241.

Pursuant to the authority granted under the Bethel Municipal Code, you are hereby notified that you must
abate this nuisance within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of this notice. Abatement shall include
repairing the source of wastewater discharge and taking any necessary measures to prevent further releases
and protect public health and the environment.

Because untreated wastewater may present a significant risk to public health and environmental quality,
you should notify the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation as appropriate and comply
with any applicable state requirements.

Failure to correct the violation within the time specified may result in enforcement action by the City. Such
action may be included, but is not limited to:

1. Assessment of fines and penalties authorized by law;

2. Legal action to compel compliance;

3. Abatement of the nuisance by the City; and

4. Recover from the property owner of all costs incurred by the City in connection with the

abatement, administration, and enforcement of this matter.

If the City is required to take action to abate the nuisance, the costs associated with that action may be
charged to you as the property owner in accordance with applicable law and municipal code provisions,

If you believe this notice has been issued in error or if you require additional information regarding the
corrective action required, please contact Public Works Director David Gomez at (907) 545-4087 or
dgomez@cityofbethel.net immediately.

Your prompt attention to this matter is required to prevent further contamination and to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of the public.

Sincerely,
-~

David Gomez

Public Works Director
City of Bethel

1155 Ridgecrest Drive
Bethel, AK, 99559
907-543-3110
pwadmin(gcityofbethel.net

WWW.CITYOFBETHELLNET | EMAIL: DGOMEZ@CITYOFBETHEL NET | PHONE: 907/543-3110
4
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NOTICE OF WATER SERVICE SHUTOFF — IMPROPER PLUMBING
August 12, 2026

To: Larry Little
Re: Sewer Line/Plumbing Violation and Water Service Shutoff

Dear Mr. Little:

The City of Bethel has identified a broken sewer line and associated plumbing conditions at your
property that require immediate correction.

Pursuant to Bethel Municipal Code 13.04.300 — Shutoff — Improper Plumbing, the City may
discontinue water service to a premises where plumbing facilities, appliances, or equipment
using water are dangerous, unsafe, or not in conformity with the plumbing regulations of the

City.

Due to the existing condition of the sewer line and the resulting improper plumbing condition,
water service to the property will be shut off and will remain off until the necessary repairs have
been completed and the property is brought into compliance with City requirements.

Please be advised that the continued existence of the violation may result in a citation for each

day the property remains in violation. The issuance of citations does not eliminate the requirement
to correct the underlying violation.

Once the sewer line and associated plumbing have been properly repaired, please contact the
City to arrange for verification of the repairs. Water service will not be restored until the City has
confirmed that the required corrective work has been completed.

We encourage you to address this matter as quickly as possible to prevent continued citations
and allow water service to be restored.

Sincerely,

David Gomez
Public Works Director
City of Bethel

907-545-4087
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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA

NUISANCE ABATEMENT REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL
Subject Property: 251 Akiak, Bethel

Property Owner/Responsible Party: Larry Little
Prepared By: City Manager Strickler

Date: August 14, 2026

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report is submitted to the Bethel City Council to document ongoing public health and
environmental nuisance conditions occurring at the above-referenced property. The purpose is
to provide findings, supporting evidence, and applicable legal authority under the Bethel
Municipal Code (BMC) and Alaska State law to support a formal nuisance determination and
authorize abatement action.

2. SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS

City staff have documented ongoing violations involving:

e Failure of the property’s wastewater system resulting in discharge of untreated sewage onto
the ground surface

e Continued use of water service despite known system failure, contributing to ongoing
discharge

e Unauthorized reconnection and/or interference with City water utility infrastructure after
service termination

e Creation of a public health hazard and environmental contamination risk

These conditions constitute an ongoing and escalating nuisance affecting public health, safety,
and welfare.

3. NOTICE HISTORY AND COMPLIANCE STATUS
A. Initial Notice of Nuisance — July 31

On July 31, 2026, Larry Little was formally notified of the existence of a nuisance condition at
the property. The notice identified:

® A broken or failed wastewater system

® Discharge of untreated wastewater onto the ground

6
Page 7 of 20



® Requirement to cease contributing to the discharge condition and correct the system failure

The notice advised that failure to correct the condition could result in enforcement action
under applicable municipal and state law.

B. Notice of Continued Violation — August 12

On August 11, 2026, citation issued for non compliance.

On August 12, 2026, Larry Little was issued a Notice of Continued Violation stating:

® The nuisance condition remained unresolved

e Untreated wastewater discharge was ongoing

e City water service would be shut off to prevent continued contribution to the discharge

e Continued noncompliance would result in further enforcement action, including potential
citations and legal remedies

Despite notice, the condition persisted and additional interference with City utility
infrastructure was observed.

On August 12, water services were turned off at the property by the city to help mitigate the
nuisances.

On August 13, 2026, the City learned the resident turned their water back on.
4. REFERENCES

13.08.240 Sanitary facilities nuisance declared
https://bethel.municipal.codes/BMC/13.08.241

13.04.300 Shut off for improper plumbing https://bethel.municipal.codes/BMC/13.04.300

13.04.130 Mains and connections
https://bethel.municipal.codes/BMC/13.04.130

18 AAC 72.050 Minimum wastewater and treatment measures

18 AAC 72. 090 System failures and spills
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EXHIBIT
B

Notices and Correspondence
from the Clerk’s Office



CITY OF BETHEL

City Clerk’s Office

City of Bethel

City Clerk’s Office
P.O. Box 1388
Bethel, Alaska 99559

August 17, 2026

Larry Little

P.O. Box 733
9589 07
Bethel, Alaska 99559 - CURTERL 3—25& &EDE D;'

Re: Nuisance Abatement Hearing

Dear Larry Little:

Notice to the owners of and any heirs/devisees having any legal interest in the property located at 251
Akiak Drive, Bethel Alaska 99559.

The City of Bethel will be taking legal action in the form of a nuisance abatement hearing on August 21,
2026 at 6:00p.m. at the City Council Chambers located at 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, Bethel, Alaska. The
Record of the meeting is enclosed and will be available online at
.You may supplement this Record if documents are presented at the hearing or received by the City Clerk’s Office by
5:00 p.m. the day before the Hearing. You may email the information to cityclerk@cityofbethel.net or mail to: City
of Bethel, Attention City Clerk, P.O. Box 1388, Bethel, AK 99559.

After the hearing, if a violation is found to exist on the property, the owner will be required to abate the
identified violations within the Council’s prescribed timeline. if a condition of a structure of property on a parcel
that has been ordered corrected and has not been corrected in accordance with the order, the City may enter upon
the property and take such action as necessary to correct the nuisance or hazard condition. The cost of correcting
the condition shall be a lien against the land.

If there is additional information showing transfer of the property rights, the owners or any
heirs/devisees must present the legal documentation proving such transfer.

If you are not able to attend in-person, the Hearing will also be held online with zoom. The zoom
meeting information can be found on the Agenda Enclosed and online at

Please contact the City Clerk’s Office by email cityclerk@cityoft or by phone 907-543-1384, if
you have any questions about how to attend online.

This letter and posted notices of the Hearing from the Clerk’s Office will be added to the record once

available online.
If you would like to receive future correspondence about this matter by email, please email

v

Sincerely:%

Kevin Morgan
City Clerk

www.cityofbethel.org | Email: cityclerk@cityofbethel.net | Phone: (907)543-1384
9
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CITY OF BETHEL

City Clerk’s Office

NUISANCE ABATEMENT HEARING
251 Akiak Drive, Bethel Alaska 99559

To be held on August 21, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

Bethel City Council Chambers, 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, Bethel Alaska

NOTICE TO THE OWNERS OF AND ANY HEIRS/ DEVISEES having any legal interest in
the property listed above. The City of Bethel will be taking legal action in the form of
a nuisance abatement hearing on August 21, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the City Council
Chambers located at 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, Bethel, Alaska. If you are an
owner, heir and/or devisee, you must either attend in person or contact the City

Clerk’s Office by email at cityclerk@cityofbethel.net or by phone (907) 543-1384 to

arrange online participation.

Meeting Information and record available at www.cityofbethel.org
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CITY OF BETHEL
Nuisance Abatement Hearing

August 21, 2026 — 6:00 PM

Website: https://www.cityofbethel.org/council

Location: Council Chambers, City Hall, 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, Bethel

Council Members: Mayaor Rose Henderson, Vice-Mayar Teresa Keller, Mark Springer, Alicia
Miner, Pamela Conrad, Kelsi Kime, Greg Schiedler

Zoom Meeting Link: https://usO6web zoom . us/|/4888456 188 2pwd=bkN1dGIAMHpGZ1kwOUNVYWLISkdOxnZz09

Zoom Meeting |D: 488 845 6138 Zoom Meeting Passcode: 13871

7oom Meeting Conference Line Numbers: 833 548 0276 Us Toll-free
R77 853 5257 US Toll-free

833 544 0282 US Toll-free
EE8 475 4499 US Toll-free:

1. CALLTO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLLCALL |
4. NUISANCE ABATEMENT HEARING

4.1, 251 Akiak Drive, Bethel Alaska, 99559

5. ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF BETHEL

P.O. Box 388 Bethel, Alaska 99559
907-543-2297
FAX # 543-4171

November 21, 2001

Larry Little
PO Box 733
Bethel, Ak 99559

Re: 251 Akiak Dr. Lot 8, Block 5 Plat 71-425, Bethel Recording District
Bethel water and sewer project

Dear Mr. Little:

The City of Bethel plans to build a water and sewer pipe system in parts of City Subdivision.
This project will provide piped water and sewer and you will no longer be solely dependant on
holding or storage tanks. The City will not have to pay the high costs of maintaining trucks to
haul water to houses and sewage away from houses. This project is funded by the City, State and
Federal governments.

Your property is one of the approximately 170 parcels involved in this project. Since the City is
able to build the water and sewer lines with government grants, the City will not be paying for
the majority of the construction costs. The City will pay the costs of operating the water and
sewer pipes, and the treatment plants. The City believes that the operation and maintenance
costs will be less than the costs of operating the truck hauling system currently in place.

The water and sewer pipe system has two types of pipes. One is connection line pipes. The
other is mainline pipes. The connection lines are the two separate pipes that will be on your
property that will deliver water to your home and transport sewage/gray water away from your
home to the mainline pipes. The mainline pipes carry water from the water treatment facilities to
your home’s water connection pipe and, in a separate pipe, carry sewage/gray water from your
home’s sewer connection line to the sewage lagoon.

The enclosed homeowner’s agreement requires your signature on two occasions. The first time
you sign will allow the City’s contractor to be on your property to construct the pipe and service
connection to your house and/or buildings. Once the contractor finishes the installation of the
pipes and service connection, the pipes and service connection become your property. You will
be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the pipes and service connection. You will
be asked to sign the homeowner’s agreement again after construction to confirm the good
operating condition of the service connection.

“Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokwim”
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