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CITY OF BETHEL 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2024, 6:30 PM 

LOCATION: 300 CHIEF EDDIE HOFFMAN HIGHWAY, BETHEL ALASKA  
JOIN MEETING AT ZOOM.US: 
HTTPS://US06WEB.ZOOM.US/J/3350154000?PWD=HYFLQJB5BBF9IUAXHBN9SOZQAFWPLS.1&OMN=81314125060 
MEETING ID: 335 015 4000 
PASSCODE: 140569 
US TOLL-FREE PHONE NUMBERS: 888 475 4499; 833 548 0276; 833 548 0282; 877 853 5257 
 
MEMBERS 
Kathy Hanson, Chair        Lorin Bradbury, Vice Chair 
Mary Beth Hessler, Council Rep. 
Alex Wasierski     Shadi Rabi             
Haley Hanson       Sundi Scott           
Vacant Seat, Alternate 1 
Vacant Seat, Alternate 2 

STAFF 
Ex Officio Memebers: 
Pauline Boratko, Recorder 
Lee Foley, City Planner 
planning@cityofbethel.net  
907-543-5301 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL  
III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD – FIVE MINUTES PER PERSON 
  A.  Please submit written public comments to planning@cityofbethel.net by 4:00 p.m. the day of the 

meeting. 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
V. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
  A.  july 11, 2024 meeting minutes 
  B.  july 18, 2024 special meeting minutes 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  A.  Follow up discussion and recommendation on proposed fee schedule.  
  B.  Follow up discussion and recommendation on Blue Sky land swap. 
  C.  Follow up discussion with City Lawyer on fill requriements  
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
  A.  Proposed change to commission meetings to every 3 months 
VIII. EX OFFICIO REPORT 
IX. MEMBER COMMENTS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
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City of Bethel, Alaska
Planning Commission
July 11, 2024 Regular  Meeting Bethel, Alaska
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held virtually via Zoom and in person at the City Hall 
Council Chambers in Bethel, Alaska on July 11, 2024.  The Chair of the Commission, Kathy Hanson 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

II. ROLL CALL: 
Compromising a quorum of the Commission, the following members were present for roll call: Kathy 
Hanson, Lorin Bradbury, Alex Wasierski, Sundi Scott, and Council Rep. Mary Beth Hessler. Shadi Rabi 
arrived at 637pm.
Unexcused Absence: Haley Hanson 
Also Present: Pauline Boratko, Recorder

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD: no one wished to be heard

IV. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
MOVED: Lorin Bradbury
SECONDED: Mary Beth Hessler

Motion to approve the agenda. 

VOTE ON 
MOTION Unanimous 

V.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 
MOVED: Lorin Bradbury
SECONDED: Alex Wasierski

Motion to approve regular meeting minutes for May 
9,2024

VOTE ON 
MOTION Unanimous 

MOVED: Lorin Bradbury
SECONDED: Sundi Scott

Motion to approve no meeting was held on June 13, 
2024 due to the lack of quorum

VOTE ON 
MOTION Unanimous 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
A. Follow up discussion on fill required for site permit: Commission discussed the fill 

required for site permit.
B. Discussion and recommendation on proposed fee schedule: Commission discussed the 

fee schedule changes.
Chair of the meeting was turned over to Vice Chair at 7:14pm due to internet 
interruption. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS:
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A. Land Exchange for Bluesky Park: Commission discussed open space and land exchange 
for Bluesky Park.

-Kathy Hanson left meeting via zoom due to internet connectivity, quorum still maintained.
VIII. PLANNER’S REPORT: 
IX.  COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS:  

L. Bradbury- no comment
A. Wasierski- no comment
M. Hessler-no comment 
S. Rabi-no comment
S. Scott- no comment 

X.  ADJOURNMENT:  
MOVED: Shadi Rabi
SECONDED: Alex Wasierski

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

VOTE ON 
MOTION Unanimous

With no further business the meeting adjourned 7:54 pm

APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF __________, 2024

_________________________
Kathy Hanson, Chair

____________________________
ATTEST: Pauline Boratko, Recorder
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City of Bethel, Alaska
Planning Commission
July 18, 2024 Special  Meeting Bethel, Alaska
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

A special meeting of the Planning Commission was held virtually via Zoom and in person at the City Hall 
Council Chambers in Bethel, Alaska on July 18, 2024.  The Chair of the Commission, Kathy Hanson 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

II. ROLL CALL: 
Compromising a quorum of the Commission, the following members were present for roll call: Kathy 
Hanson, Alex Wasierski, Haley Hanson, and Sundi Scott. Shadi Rabi arrived at 632pm.
Excused Absences: Lorin Bradbury and Mary Beth Hessler
Also Present: Pauline Boratko, Recorder and Lee Foley, City Planner

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD: no one wished to be heard

IV. NEW BUSINESS: Bethel Broadcasting dba KYUK is seeing permitting with the City of 
Bethel to replace its existing self-support tower located at 640 Radio Street. 

MOVED: Haley Hanson
SECONDED:

Shadi Rabi

Motion to approve the special use permit to replace 
the existing self-support tower with the condition 
that the lot line adjustment plat get finished.

VOTE ON 
MOTION 5 yes: 0 no; unanimous

V. COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS:  
A. Wasierski- no comment 
S. Rabi-no comment
S. Scott- no comment 
K. Hanson-no comment
H. Hanson- I want to apologize for not attending the last meeting.

X.  ADJOURNMENT:  
MOVED: Shadi Rabi
SECONDED: Haley Hanson

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

VOTE ON 
MOTION Unanimous

With no further business the meeting adjourned 6:36 pm

APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF __________, 2024

_________________________
Kathy Hanson, Chair

____________________________
ATTEST: Pauline Boratko, Recorder
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Planning Commission 2023 Attendance
Regular Meetings

Member Name Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Kathy Hanson, Chair P P P P P E P

Lorin Bradbury, Vice Chair P T T P P P P

Alex Wasierski P E P P E E P

Shadi Rabi P P P T P P T

Stanley Hoffman Jr. P xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx

Greg Morgan U xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx

Haley Hanson P P P P E P U

Sundi Scott, xx xx P P P E P

Beth Hessler, Council Rep P P P E P E P

Special Meetings
Member Name Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Kathy Hanson, Chair P
Lorin Bradbury, Co-Chair E
Alex Wasierski P
Shadi Rabi T
Haley Hanson P
Sundi Scott, P
Beth Hessler, Council Rep E

Vacancy shall be declared by the body when a member: 
Chair determines excused/unexcused
during roll call. If a member disagrees with
the the chair, a motion to overule the
decision of the chair can be made.

Fails to attend 3 regular meetings without being excused by the body P=Present
Fails to attend 3 special meetings without being excused by the body E=Excused
Fails to attned 65% of regular meetings U=Unexcused
Fails to attend 65% of special meetigns. T= Tardy 
xx: not yet appointed/left  commission
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MEMORANDUM

Date:  August 1, 2024
To: Lori Strickler, Acting City Manager
From:  Lee Foley, Planning Director
Subject: Planning Director’s Report

July 2024 Events

• Property Issues/Public Nuisances:
1. New:

a. 325 Mission Lake Road – No records of ownership
b. 621 Setter – House is vacant. Requested ownership data from Recorder’s 

Office
c. 679 6th Street – Certified letter sent to owners – No response to date.

2. Revisited
a. IPHC-Alaska Subdivision – Certified Letter sent to head of United Pentecostal 

Holiness Church in Oklahoma City on June 30, 2024. Property still presents a 
biohazard due to human and animal feces on the ground. BCS purchase offer 
pending. 

b. 17 Kwethluck – DA’s office for action
c. 236 Akiak – Owner engaged
d. 110 Schwalde Street – Still trying to identify owners – No record in Recorder’s 

Office, Utility Billing, or Hauled Utilities.
e. 330 Mission Lake Road – Owner identified. Certified letter forthcoming

• Site Plan Permits: Planning received eleven (11) Residential Site Plan Permits. Four 
(4) have been processed and seven (7) are on hold pending additional information.

• Planning Commission: During the regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 11, 
2024, Commission members considered Site Plan Permit Fill Improvements as set forth 
in the City Attorney’s Memorandum to the Planning Director dated June 4, 2024 
(attached). The consensus was that a simplified abbreviated form be created to be used 
in lieu of a Site Plan Permit. The Planning Office will work with the City Attorney to carry 
out this directive. The proposed changes to the City’s Fee Schedule as they apply to 
Planning were reviewed with no action taken. This item will be on the Commission’s 
August 8, 2024, agenda for a Yes/No vote. Members reviewed a proposal submitted by 
Senator Hoffman offering a land swap of unsurveyed land in Blue Skies Subdivision for 
two (2) lots owned by the City in City Subdivision. This offer to be reconsidered on 
August 8, 2024.

• Abandoned Vehicles: Abandoned and derelict vehicles continue to be an issue 
throughout the City. Planning is working with the recently hired Public Safety Director, 
the Public Works Director, and the City Attorney as we continue to address this matter.

• Vacancies: There are no vacant positions in the Planning Department.
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• Large Projects:
1. KYUK Tall Tower Project – KYUK’s “Studio Tower” sustained damage due to icing 

and extreme winds. An inspection of the tower, foundation, and soil samples 
confirmed replacing the structure and foundation to improve structural integrity and 
stability was the most prudent course of action. The existing tower will be replaced 
with an updated self-support tower at the current site. DOWL took the lead for this 
project and worked in conjunction with KYUK and the Planning Department to 
determine what documentation was needed for a Special Use Permit to be approved. 
DOWL submitted a Completeness Review on September 19, 2023, that specified the 
requirements that KYUK had to fulfill to gain approval. Those requirements were 
met by Monday, July 1, 2024, but contrasting legal interpretations of the BMC 
as it applies to Tall Towers prevented the project from being considered at the 
regular Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, July 11, 2024. Instead, on 
Thursday, July 18, 2024, with all legal issues resolved, the Planning 
Commission held a Special Meeting and approved KYUK’s Special Use Permit, 
conditional on proof of recording of the lot line adjustment previously 
submitted. Construction of the new tower is ongoing.

2. Ptarmigan Street Encroachments – Working with DOWL and DOT in an important 
infrastructure improvement project funded by federal dollars and the State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. Ptarmigan Street will be 
upgraded to improve user safety and address functional deficiencies within the 
roadway. Improvements to drainage, roadside hardware, pedestrian usage, lighting 
and signage are planned as our dust mitigation, utility relocations, and vegetation 
clearing and grubbing. Letters have been sent to ten (10) property owners who DOT 
has identified as presenting encroachment issues that could impede the project. To 
date, six (6) property owners have responded, all requesting clarification with 
respect to the DOT photos and maps that were enclosed with the certified 
letters. One (1) property owner has inquired about compensation if forced to 
remove a vital structure. A meeting scheduled with DOWL, DOT, and the City is 
planned for Tuesday, August 6, 2024.
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